
     

 
Dear 2017-2018 A.P. English Literature & Composition students: 
 
The purpose of summer reading assignment is multi-faceted:  

 to help build confidence and competence as readers of complex texts  

 to develop your critical thinking skills 

 to give you an immediate basis for the analysis and discussion of literature when school starts  

 to enrich your mind and stimulate your imagination 
 
Your typed Dialectic Journals are due the first week of school.   However, you do not need to bring a typed 
printed copy to class; instead, please have your assignment saved on your Google Drive or in your Microsoft 
Word Online account so you can download it.   You will be given codes to upload your Dialectical Journal to 
turnitin.com.  Be prepared to use your Summer Reading book in practice literary analyses, essays, and other 
analytical work in September.  Because of in-class work requirements, late summer reading is unacceptable 
(unless you move to Broad Run right before school begins).   
 
Some advice:  Do not read your book three days before school begins.  Give yourself time to enjoy your book 
and enough time to turn in your best analytical work.   Also, prior to choosing your book, use Amazon’s “Look 
Inside” tool to read a few pages of the book to see if you like the writing style (this tool does not work on the 
app).  Use the “1/3 Rule”: give a book a chance up to the first third of it and if you still don’t like it, give 
yourself permission to ditch it and choose a different book.   
 
Honor Code reminders:   

 do not choose a book on the Summer Reading list that you have already read 

 do your own interpretative work 

 copying from another student or submitting similar or the same work as another student is also 
PLAGIARISM and is NOT ALLOWED. If detected, this plagiarism will result in not only a 0, but also 
disciplinary action.  

 

Assignment Requirements: 
1. You are to choose one book from the attached AP Literature Summer Reading List 2017 (unless you want 

to read more!).  We have chosen contemporary fiction as well as some classic favorites with the hope that 
you will discover a book that you enjoy.   

2. You are to complete a Dialectical Journal for the book (a sample is on the next page).   
 
Dialectical Journal Requirements: 
a. Choose 20 key quotes throughout the book (cite the page).  Spread out your quotes so your sampling is 

truly from the entire book. 
b. For each quote:  respond, analyze, and evaluate (look at the sample for an example of each) 
c. Complete the three “End of Journal” questions 
d. Cite the book at the end of your Dialectic Journal according to MLA requirements 

A.P. ENGLISH LITERATURE & COMPOSITION 

2017 SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT 



A good Dialectical Journal does: 

 Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  

 Make connections between different characters or events found in the text 

 Consider an event or description from the perspective of a different character 

 Analyze the text for use of literary devices  

 Discuss the importance of key words, ideas, or actions within the text 

 Agree or disagree with the implications of the text, conflict, or ideas  

 Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole, especially in your consideration of 
the overall message or purpose of the text 

 
 

Sample Dialectical Journal Entry 
*Source: http://www.jupiterchristian.org/uploaded/newsletter_photos/Summer_2015/AP_Dialectical_Journal_EXAMPLE.pdf 

Source Material  
(Provide a direct quotation (or paraphrase if 

you want to analyze a page)  

Page  
#  

Respond, Analyze, and Evaluate  
(Why do you find this passage interesting or 

important?)  

“Death wrapped itself around me till I was 
stifled. It stuck to me. I felt that I could 
touch it. The idea of dying, of no longer 
being, began to fascinate me. Not to exist 
any longer.”  

(84) Personification/ Internal Conflict. 
This is a sad moment for Wiesel. He has fought 
to survive, but cannot fight any longer. I can’t 
imagine being fourteen and wanting to die. I 
can’t imagine being fourteen and losing my 
family, my dignity, my soul. What a tragedy.  In 
this passage, Wiesel personifies death to show the 
control it has over those who are suffering in the 
camps. In this case, Death silences Wiesel, 
overpowering his will and subduing his hope of  
survival. Wiesel is conflicted. He wants to survive. 
He wants to take care of his father. But he doesn’t 
know how much more he can take. This is 
important because we see that Wiesel has 
reached a breaking point. Death has come for him 
so many times but has failed. This time, however, 
Wiesel is too tired to run, too tired to fight. He 
has had enough. Death is offering a gift—an 
escape from this hellish existence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Cite:    Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  Bantam Books: New York, 1982. Print. 
  

END of Journal:  
1. What did you like and dislike about the book?  Why?  Would you recommend it?  Why/why not? 
2. Connect the overall main idea(s), conflict(s), or characters of the book to two different real world 

connections (events, current news, current issues, real people, music, art, culture, sports, travel, 
etc.).   Explain your connection and how it is important.  Be thorough. 

3. What do you think a reader can learn from reading this book?  Why? 



A.P. English Literature 2017 Summer Reading Choices BY AUTHOR--ALPHABETICAL ORDER 
 
(*=sexual scenes within the text) 
 

Allen, Roger Macbride.  Isaac Asimov’s Caliban (1993) -- Three Laws of Robotics: “do not harm to humans” 

Alvarez, Julia.  In the Time of the Butterflies. (1995)—set in the Dominican Republic 

Berendt, John.  Midnight in the Garden of Good & Evil.  (1999)—a Savannah, GA murder mystery 

Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008)—a humoristic look at life philosophically 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, India   

Cline, Ernest.  Ready Player One (2011)—dystopian novel based on full immersion in a gaming world. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens take human bodies 

Gaardner, Jostein.  Sophie’s World. (1996)—a look at philosophy through 14 year old Sophie’s eyes 

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

Ghosh, Amitav.  The Hungry Tide. (2006)  –Bay of Bengal, India; a story of the people who live on the islands 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   
Kidd, Sue Monk.  Secret Life of Bees (2003) – a runaway teen lands in the house of three strong black sisters 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission’s trip to Africa?  

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincoporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula story) 

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Lowland. (2014)—two brothers in 1960’s Calcutta, India in a time of political rebellion 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The Twelve Tribes of Hattie (2013)—1920’s story beginning with 15 year old heroine, Hattie 

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel (2012)—a friendship between a 550 pound man and a poor 17 year old student 

*Roberts, Gregory David.  Shantaram. (2005) –a complex and rich story of India   

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—two 19th century Chinese young woman form a friendship 

*Smiley, Jane.  1,000 Acres. (2003) – Midwestern family story parallel to King Lear 

Smith, Betty.  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. (1943) –a beautiful coming-of-age story  

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in Mississippi 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (2004)—New England college students create their own moral code & 

philosophy 

White, T.H.  The Once and Future King (1987)—King Arthur & Merlin legend 

Zafon, Carols Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 
  



A.P. English Literature 2016 Summer Reading Choices    TOPICAL/GENRE ORDER 
 
(*=sexual scenes within the text)     

 

Cultural Fiction (outside of American Culture): 

Alvarez, Julia.  In the Time of the Butterflies. (1995)—set in the Dominican Republic 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, India   

Ghosh, Amitav.  The Hungry Tide. (2006)  –set in the Bay of Bengal, India; a story of the people who live on the islands 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Lowland. (2014)—two brothers in 1960’s Calcutta, India in a time of political rebellion 

*Roberts, Gregory David.  Shantaram. (2005) –a complex and rich story of India   

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—two 19th century Chinese young woman form a friendship 

 

Dramatic Fiction: 

Alvarez, Julia.  In the Time of the Butterflies. (1995)—set in the Dominican Republic 

Berendt, John.  Midnight in the Garden of Good & Evil.  (1999)—a Savannah, GA murder mystery 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, India   
Ghosh, Amitav.  The Hungry Tide. (2006)  – Bay of Bengal, India; a story about the people who live on these islands 
Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   
Kidd, Sue Monk.  Secret Life of Bees (2003) – a runaway teen lands in the house of three strong black sisters 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission’s trip to Africa?  

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula story) 

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Lowland. (2014)—two brothers in 1960’s Calcutta, India in a time of political rebellion 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The Twelve Tribes of Hattie (2013)—1920’s story following the life of 15 year old heroine, Hattie 

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel (2012)—a friendship between a 550 pound man and a poor 17 year old student 

*Roberts, Gregory David.  Shantaram. (2005) –a complex and rich story of India   

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—two 19th century Chinese young woman form a friendship 
*Smiley, Jane.  1,000 Acres. (2003) – Midwestern family story parallel to King Lear 
Smith, Betty.  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. (1943) –a beautiful coming-of-age story 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in Mississippi 

White, T.H.  The Once and Future King (1987)—King Arthur & Merlin legend 
Zafon, Carols Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 

 

Dystopian Literature: 

Allen, Roger Macbride.  Isaac Asimov’s Caliban (1993)  -- Three Laws of Robotics introduced: “do not harm to 

humans” 

Cline, Ernest.  Ready Player One (2011)—dystopian novel based on full immersion in a gaming world. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincoporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new world 

 

Fantasy & Sci-Fi Fiction: 
Allen, Roger Macbride.  Isaac Asimov’s Caliban (1993)  -- Three Laws of Robotics introduced 

Cline, Ernest.  Ready Player One (2011)—dystopian novel based on full immersion in a gaming world. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway droids 
Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens take human bodies 



 
Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 
*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincoporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a new world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula story) 

 

Historical-Cultural Fiction: 

Alvarez, Julia.  In the Time of the Butterflies. (1995)—set in the Dominican Republic 
*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in Mumbai, India   
*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

Lahiri, Jhumpa.  The Lowland. (2014)—two brothers in 1960’s Calcutta, India in a time of political rebellion 

Larsen, Eric.  In the Garden of Beasts: Love, Terror, and an American Family in Hitler’s Berlin. (2012) 

Larsen, Eric.  Isaac’s Storm: A Man, A Time, and the Deadliest Hurricane in History (2000) 
Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 
 

Mystery: 

Allen, Roger Macbride.  Isaac Asimov’s Caliban (1993)  -- Three Laws of Robotics introduced: “do not harm to humans” 

Berendt, John.  Midnight in the Garden of Good & Evil.  (1999)—a Savannah, GA murder mystery 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are alive  

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a Dracula story) 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in Mississippi 

Zafon, Carols Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 

 

Philosophy: 

Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008)—a humoristic look at life philosophically 

Gaardner, Jostein.  Sophie’s World. (1996)—a look at philosophy through 14 year old Sophie’s eyes 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (2004)—New England college students create their own moral code and philosophy 

 
 


